THE WORLD OCEAN LAB
GEOLOGY 123
Fall 2011
Instructor: Paul McBurnett
Office: LO 1224
Office Hours: M 12:30pm – 1:30pm
E-mail: paul.mcburnett@my.csun.edu
Meeting time: M 2-4:45pm
Supplementary Text: Essentials of Oceanography, 10th Edition, Trujillo and Thurman
Meeting Room: LO 1205
SYLLABUS
COURSE OBJECTIVES
The World Ocean 123 Lab is designed to complement The World Ocean 122 lecture. It is strongly recommended that you take The World Ocean lecture and lab concurrently, though not necessary. You will be able to take different ideas and concepts from the lecture and apply them to lab exercises. The ocean affects all of us through many different processes, which include but not limited to, climate and food chains. Together with the lecture portion of this lab we will begin learning these processes and how they affect the world around us.   
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Concurrent enrollment is not required in Geo 122, though enrollment in the lecture portion is very beneficial. We will discuss ideas and information covered in the lecture portion of the course, but the labs can be completed accurately without it.

Class attendance is mandatory. No make-up labs or exams will be given unless there is an extenuating circumstance, of which proof will be required (doctor’s note, police report, etc…).  It is your responsibility to obtain the missed material. No late labs will be accepted. 

The lab manual will be posted on Moodle. You are expected to have read each week’s lab before class and have at least a rudimentary understanding of the material. 
Email will be our primary form of communication and you will be responsible for any material sent to your university account as well if supplementary material or changes  sent to you. Please activate your email account for these updates if you have not already.
LABS
Read the assigned labs before coming to class. I will then lecture about the lab for a short duration. Each lab (worth 20 points each) will be completed and turned in by the end of the class period unless otherwise notified. You may work in pairs or groups if desired. If you are more comfortable doing the lab solo I strongly encourage that as well.
POP QUIZZES
There will be pop quizzes (worth a total of 25 points) during the semester and they will consist of questions for that day’s lab. They will be primarily developed from the reading material. Pop quizzes will be at the beginning of class and cannot be made up regardless of excused absence status. 
EXAMS
There will be a midterm and a final exam. The midterm (worth 25 points) will consist of questions from material from the first half of the class. The final (worth 25 points) will consist of questions from the last half of the class. Some of the material or skills from the midterm may need to be used on the final. Both tests may consist of multiple choice and short answer questions.
GRADING
The plus/minus letter grading system will be used for this course.
Points will be allocated in the following manner:

Labs

240 pts
Pop quizzes
  25 pts
Exams

  50 pts

            335 pts
Letter grades will be assigned as follows:

94-100%
A
90-93%
A-

87-89%
B+

83-86%
B
80-82%
B-

77-79%
C+

73-76%
C

70-72%
C-

67-69%
D+

63-66%
D

60-62%
D-

0-59%

F

No “incompletes” for grades will be given. No exceptions. The last day to drop the class is Friday September 16th. If you choose to drop, it is your responsibility to formally drop the class. I will not drop the class for you.
CLASS RULES
Snacks and drinks are allowed as long as you are careful around the equipment and do not disrupt others. No excessive eating. Be on time to class. Turn off cell phones or any other electronic equipment (i.e. ipods, MP3 players, etc.) before coming to class. Please be respectful to everyone. Do not speak while the instructor is lecturing.
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY
I adhere to the University’s policy on academic dishonesty given in the Schedule of Classes. Cheating will result in a failing grade for the course and immediate reporting to the Student Affairs division.
FIELD TRIPS
During the semester we will have two extra credit field trips. Field trips will count as 10 extra credit points. I will let you know as the semester progresses what the dates will be.
LAB SCHEDULE
	Week
	Date
	Topic
	

	1
	8/29
	Conversion exercises
	

	2
	9/05
	No Class
	

	3
	9/12
	Introduction to Marine Charts


	

	4
	9/19
	Navigation


	

	5
	9/26
	Bathymetry


	

	6
	10/03
	Plate Tectonics


	

	7
	10/10
	Geography of the Oceans


	

	8
	10/17
	Midterm
	

	9
	10/24
	Waves at Sea


	

	10
	10/31
	Waves in Shallow Water and Coastal Morphology

	

	11
	11/07
	Tides


	

	12
	11/14
	Ocean Circulation


	

	13
	11/21
	Hurricanes
	

	14
	11/28
	El Nino


	

	15
	12/05
	Final
	


*Schedule subject to change.

